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From Novel to Screen: The Real Locations of Pride and
Prejudice

While Austen's Hertfordshire, Kent, and Derbyshire are based on real English counties, the specific
estates in the novel are fictional. However, the major film and television adaptations have used real historic
locations to bring the novel's world to life — and none more memorably than Lacock Abbey in Wiltshire.

1. Lacock Abbey: The Iconic Austen Location

Lacock Abbey, a National Trust property in Wiltshire, has appeared in multiple Austen adaptations,
including the 1995 BBC Pride and Prejudice and the 2008 adaptation of Sense and Sensibility. Its
medieval cloisters, Georgian rooms, and period-accurate interiors make it one of the most filmed historic
buildings in England. In the 1995 series, it served as part of Netherfield.

therfield Park is let at last. — Mrs. Bennet, Chapter 1 — the house that Lacock hely

2. Lyme Park: The Real Pemberley

In the 1995 BBC adaptation, Pemberley was played by Lyme Park in Cheshire — a National Trust estate
of exactly the kind Austen describes: large, naturally beautiful, set in rising ground with a lake before it. It
was at Lyme Park that Colin Firth's Darcy emerged from the water in the famous shirt scene, creating
perhaps the most iconic moment in television Austen history.

e stone building, standing well on rising ground." — Narrator, Chapter 43 — Lyme Park matched this de

3. Chatsworth House: The Original Pemberley?

Literary historians have long speculated that Pemberley was based in part on Chatsworth House in
Derbyshire — the ancestral seat of the Duke of Devonshire, which Austen may have visited during a trip to
the Peak District. Chatsworth's combination of natural grandeur and architectural elegance matches

Austen's description closely, and its location in Derbyshire is exact.

4. The 2005 Film Locations

Joe Wright's 2005 film used Groombridge Place in Kent for Longbourn, Burghley House in Lincolnshire for
Rosings, and Chatsworth for Pemberley. The film's visual choices emphasised romantic wildness — misty
mornings, windswept landscapes — over the social precision of the novel, which both enriches and
changes the experience of the source text.

5. Why Location Matters for Adaptation

Every location choice in an Austen adaptation is an interpretation: it decides how grand, how intimate, how
wild, how domestic the world of the novel should feel. Lacock's medieval authenticity, Lyme Park's
dramatic landscape, Chatsworth's aristocratic grandeur — each produces a different Austen. The novel
supports all of these readings because its geography is moral before it is architectural.
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